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- Two real-life stories

1. The Cry of Lament

- Psalm 22: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from the
words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest. . . .
1 am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my
breast; my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of
death.”

- D. Harrington: Why Do We Suffer? - the importance of the lament tradition for contemporary believers --
praying these psalms of lament helps people in pain to get in touch with their intense emotions and to
address God directly and without religious censorship (6)

- W. Brueggemann: the laments represent bold faith and transformed faith -- “There is nothing out of
bounds, nothing precluded or inappropriate. Everything properly belongs to this conversation of the heart.
To withhold part of life from that conversation is to withhold part of life from the sovereignty of God.
Thus these psalms make the important connection: everything must be brought to speech, and everything
brought to speech must be addressed to God, who is the final reference for all of life” (Message of the
Psalms, 52).

Psalm 22: “I'will proclaim your name to the assembly; in the community I will praise you. . . . For God
has not spurned or disdained the misery of this poor wretch, did not turn away from me, but heard me
when I cried out.” ’

II. Jesus’ Proclamation of the Reign of God

- Mark 1: 14-15: “Afier John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God:
This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.’”

- Mark 1: 32-34: “That evening at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with

various diseases, and cast out many demons . . .”

- The coming of the kingdom of God is really about the drawing near of God to his beloved creation to
establish the right order of things

- Mark 1: 40-45 — the cure of the leper
- Irenaeus of Lyon: “The glory of God is the human being fully alive.”

- E. Schrage: “Jesus himself was less engaged in interpreting suffering than he was in actively working to
overcome it” (Suffering, 139)

-D. Harrington:[i{is healings were signs pointing to the fullness of God’s kingdoin, where there will be
no more suffering. But for now, suffering remains part of human existence” (103)






